
  

 Completing a W-8 Ben – Individual Non-US Clients  

 

 

 

What is a W8-BEN form and who should complete it? 
 
The W-8BEN form is designed to confirm a client’s status as a non-US person and to ensure that they receive the most beneficial rate of 
withholding tax, applicable in respect of investments in US assets. In addition, Tax regulations now require the collection of certain 
information about each account holder’s tax residency and citizenship status. 
 
Points to consider 
 
-Ensure that recognised country names are entered. E.g. for clients who live in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland, ensure 
United Kingdom is entered as the country name (particularly on line 2 and line 9 if appropriate).  
 
-Joint accounts – each account holder must complete a separate form in their own individual name. 
 
-The W-8 Ben is an official IRS document. All the above fields need to be filled in correctly with correct information provided.  

Ensure form is latest 
version 

Fill out full name of 
beneficial owner or 

account owner 

Full permanent 
residential address of 

beneficial owner 
(should match 

address on app form) 

Ensure full country 
name is inserted as 

appears on passport 
– Abbreviations are 

not accepted 

Foreign Tax Id (non-
US Tax ID, where 

applicable) 

Date of birth in US 
format – (month, 

then date then year)  
to be used where no 

TIN input 

US Tax ID (usually 
social security No in 

format: 999-99-9999) 

Tax Treaty – where 
client is resident in a 
country that has a 
double taxation 

agreement with the 
US they may enter 

this here. (See below 
for further info) 

Mailing address is 
optional – used 

where different from 
residential address 

Sign here – to be 
signed by beneficial 

owner/account 
holder 

Print Name of signer 
– mandatory field to 

be filled out by 
person signing form 

Date of signature to 
be filled out in US 

format (MMDDYYYY) 

Capacity in which 
acting (if signed by a 
POA or person acting 
in a legal capacity on 

behalf of BO) 


